
MID-WEEK LENT March 3, 2021 
“The Church as a community… in transition”   
 
 
Prayer & Introductions 
 
I Cor. 12:1-13 
 12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot were to 
say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body’, that would not make it any less a 
part of the body. 16And if the ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, 
where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense of smell 
be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all 
were a single member, where would the body be?  
 20As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I 
have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ 22On the contrary, 
the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of 
the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable 
members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable members do not 
need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 
member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the 
same care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is 
honored, all rejoice together with it. 
 27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, 
then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of 
healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts. And I will 
show you a still more excellent way. 
 
 
Here’s a Spiritual Gifts Inventory on the ELCA’s website: 
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-
Renewal/Assessment-Tools 
What are your spiritual gifts?   
 
 
What do you think about Paul saying the church is like a “body” with different parts?  What 
would make the “foot” and the “ear” feel like they don’t belong?  What does that look like in 
“real life”? 
 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Faith-Practices/Spiritual-Renewal/Assessment-Tools


 
What body part would you be?   
 
 
Do we get to choose which part we are in “the body”? 
 
 
“Weaker and less honorable members”—What does that mean?  What happens to people who 
have no honor, no respect, aren’t liked, are less _____ (tall, smart, good-looking, have less 
standing, power, wealth)…??   
“Consider your own call, brothers and sisters…”  I Cor. 1:26-30. 
   
 
Now, where are those people in your community?  Why do people not go to church?   
 
 
Using these images of community, how does “dissension” arise in the church?  How do we 
prevent it?   
 
 
Give an example of the suffering of “one member” affecting the “whole Body”?  (Ever stub your 
pinkie toe?  Or get an infected hang-nail…?) 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Closing Song—Dennis and Gail Faust   
 
 
 


