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CALL TO WORSHIP                                       Psalm 148 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Our mouths give praise but our lives are not 
praiseworthy. Let us confess our sins before God and one 
another that we may receive release from our sin.  
Merciful God, we confess that we have not lived as your 
faithful children. We have kept silent in the midst of 
prejudice and hatred. In the face of violence and injustice, 
we have looked the other way.  We have not been a light 
to the nations, and our lives have not revealed your 
glory. Forgive us so that our praise may be true. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  (Galatians 4: 4-7) 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, in order to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as children. And because you are 
children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts 
crying, “Abba! Father!” so you are no longer a slave but a 
child and if a child then also an heir through God. 
Therefore, in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
 

HYMN 
O Sing a Song                                         Louis F. Benson 
          Arr. by Ralph Vaughan Williams 
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O sing a song of Bethlehem, Of shepherds watching there,  
And of the news that came to them 
From angels in the air. 
The light that shone on Bethlehem 
Fills all the world today; 
Of Jesus’ birth and peace on earth the angels sing alway. 
 

O sing a song of Nazareth, Of sunny days of joy, 
O sing of fragrant flowers’ breath, And of the sinless Boy. 
For now the flowers of Nazareth 
In every heart may grow; 
Now spreads the fame of His dear name 
On all the winds that blow. 
 

O sing a song of Galilee, Of lake and woods and hill, 
Of Him who walked upon the sea 
And bade the waves be still; 
For though like waves on Galilee, 
Dark seas of trouble roll, 
When faith has heard the Master’s word, 
Falls peace upon the soul. 
 

O sing a song of Calvary, Its glory and dismay,  
Of Him who hung upon the tree, 
And took our sins away: 
For He who died on Calvary Is risen from the grave, 
And Christ, our Lord, by heaven adored, 
Is mighty now to save.  
(Music from “The English Hymnal”, by permission of Oxford 
University Press. Hymns of the Family of God, pg.208) 
 

SCRIPTURE                               Luke 2: 22-40  
         

   When the time came for their purification according to 
the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 
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present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to 
the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what 
is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons.” 
 

   Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
          according to your word; for my eyes have seen 
          your salvation, which you have prepared in the 
          presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the 
          Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 

   And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what 
was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and 
said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many 
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.”  
 

   There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and 
prayer night and day. At that moment she came and  
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began to praise God and to speak about the child to all 
who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 

When they had finished everything required by the law of 
the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 

MESSAGE    Pastor Barbara Pence 
 

 And just like that Christmas is over, or at least it 
feels like it’s over even though Christmas is technically a 
twelve day celebration and something we should hold in 
our hearts all year long. Other years we might have held 
onto it a few days longer but since we can’t gather due to 
the pandemic, we’ve already moved past Christmas and 
are looking forward to the New Year. And who can 
blame us since the coronavirus pandemic raged for pretty 
much the whole of 2020 attacking our health and 
livelihoods and stifling our lifestyles. At least there are 
vaccinations to look forward to and the hope moving 
back into pre-pandemic living. But perhaps we shouldn’t 
be so quick to move on from Christmas.  
 Mary and Joseph are still basking in the birth of 
their son, Jesus, who now is a little over a month old. 
Faithful parents that they are, they come to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord in the Temple. Imagine their 
surprise when they enter the temple and elderly man 
comes up to them, not that he came over to see and hold 
the baby because as we all know babies have a tendency 
to draw people but what he said upon seeing the baby 
Jesus. It wasn’t the usual, he’s so cute; how old is he; but 
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace.”  
What is that about? He’s saying now that he’s seen their 
baby, God’s salvation, he can die in peace.”  
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 And he doesn’t stop there. After praising God for 
the light Jesus will shed on all people, Jews and Gentiles 
alike, Simeon blesses Mary and Joseph, and tells Mary 
that their son will bring forth the falling and rising of 
many and be a sign that will be opposed. Then Simeon 
concludes by telling Mary that a sword will pierce her 
heart also. And no sooner had Jesus been returned into 
their arms when an elderly woman, a prophet also by the 
name of Anna, begins praising God and telling all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem about the 
child.   
 Wow! Life, death, joy, sorrow, praise, opposition, 
falling, rising, salvation, all of these things dwell in this 
child born to them and designated as holy to the Lord. 
The experiences of humanity and God comes to us in 
Jesus to be with us and for us through it all from birth to 
death to eternal life. And today, in the Temple, Jesus 
comes to Simeon who, finally having seen the Lord’s 
Messiah, can now die in peace. In this Christ child, God 
has kept God’s promise of salvation. In the worst and best 
of times, God loves the world and cares for all of creation 
and salvation and redemption will triumph bringing the 
world and each of us to a good end.  
 As we look towards a new year, let us carry 
Christmas with us, the very promise that God became one 
of us in Jesus, Emmanuel, indeed, God with us. We’ve 
come through a hard year, many hearts have been pierced 
from the pandemic, from unnecessary violence, from 
illness and many other causes that have taken life. In 
Christ, we have not been alone. God has been with us 
experiencing it all and loving and caring us through it. 
Every single day of every single year of our lives, God in 
Jesus is with us. In the birth of Jesus our eyes have seen 
God’s salvation and we can enter this coming year in 

6 

peace giving thanks for all God has done and still doing in 
and through and with us.  
 Christmas is present because in Jesus, God is with 
us. Let us give praise to God with Simeon and Anna, 
giving voice the promise of salvation fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ, Emmanuel that will resound not only in the days, 
months and years to come but for all eternity. Amen. 
 

HYMN SING 
 

Angels from the Realms of Glory 
           James Montgomery & Henry T. Smart 

 

Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creations story, 
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ the new-born King. 
 

Shepherds in the fields abiding, 
Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with man is now residing, 
Yonder shines the infant Light; 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ the new-born King. 
 

Saints before the alter bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
In His temple shall appear: 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ the new-born King. 
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Away in a Manger      William J. Kirkpatrick 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing the poor Baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay Close by me 
forever, and love me, I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in Your tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.  
 

Hark the Herald Angels Sing       
                           Charles Wesley, Felix Mendelssohn William, H. Cummings 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King.” 
 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
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Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born King.” 
 

What Child Is This, Who, Laid to Rest 
William C. Dix 

         

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
This, this is Christ the King, The babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

So bring Him incense, gold and myrrh, 
Come, peasant, king, to own Him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
This, this is Christ the King, The babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High 
Traditional  

 

Angels we have heard on high, 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
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What may the gladsome tidings be, 
Which inspire your heav’nly song? Repeat Refrain 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
Come adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord the new-born King. Repeat Refrain 
 
OFFERING AND OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

O God on High, whom prophets worship in thanksgiving 
for your Son, whose birth brings your salvation into the 
world and redeems her people, bless these gifts we offer 
that they may bring peace and light to the darkened 
places of our world. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

As children of God and heirs of the promise, let us pray. 
   We pray to the Lord for the holy church of God, that 
we may bear witness to the Good News of Jesus, and 
light the way of salvation in Jesus’ name. God of 
salvation, hear our prayer. 
 

   For the nations of the earth, that governments and 
those in authority may protect the vulnerable, shelter the 
oppressed, and pursue the way of peace. God of 
salvation, hear our prayer. 
 

   For our communities that kindness may abound, 
compassion prevail, and peace endure. God of salvation, 
hear our prayer. 
 

   For planet earth, our home, that we may honor her 
gifts, respect her limitations, and protect her resources. 
God of salvation, hear our prayer. 
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   For those troubled with illness and disease, hardship or 
conflict, that they may receive healing for their bodies and 
minds, release from their burdens, and mending of their 
brokenness. We pray for those who are grieving, that they 
may know your comfort. God of salvation, hear our 
prayer. 
 

   For those in our hearts and on our prayer lists. Shine 
your light upon them so that they may see you and know 
your love. God of salvation, hear our prayer. 
 

   Hear us, O God, for our eyes have seen your salvation. 
Let your light shine through us and fill the world with 
radiance of your light revealed in Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns in glory. Hear us 
as we pray as Jesus taught. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in 
Heaven. Give us this day our daily Bread and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN       Go Tell It On the Mountain 

John W. Work 

Refrain 
Go, tell it on the mountain, 
Over, the hills and everywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 
 
While shepherds kept their watching 
O’er silent flocks by night, 
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Behold, through-out heavens 
There shone a holy light. Repeat Refrain 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo! above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior’s birth. Repeat Refrain 
 

Down in a lowly manger 
Our humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn. Repeat Refrain 
 

BENEDICTION 
The love of God, the light of Christ, and the joy of the 
Holy Spirit abide with you this day and forevermore. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

Our expenses continue even though the buildings are closed. 
We ask that you continue to support the church with your 
weekly offerings.  
 

There are many ways to remotely continue giving to St. Luke’s:  
 Go to the church’s website: stlukeslutheran.church.  At the 

top of the webpage click on the “Online Giving” button.   
Fill out the online giving form.  

 Use your personal bank’s auto-pay function 
 If you have a PayPal account you can send money to St. 

Luke’s using the email:  payables@stlukeslutheran.church 
 Mail a check to the church:  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 

3206 Big Road, Zieglerville, PA  19492 
 

Your continued and weekly offerings are needed to 
continue the Little Church with a BIG Mission. 
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Prayer List: 
All those with Covid-19 and their caretakers, John, Edie, and 
Marlene Mack, the family of John Renninger, Andrew Groff 
and the Thees Family, Dee Caldwell, Sendai Shoryo Church, 
Miyauchi Church, Betty G., Brian Schultz, Wyatt Bross and 
family, Whitey Reigner, Cindy Faust, Alex, Kersten and baby 
Levi, Dianne, Jane Markley, the Faust Family, Cheri Morris, 
Doris Moyer, Ed Brimmer, Bonnie Domin, Keith Groff, 
teachers, students and parents, for all places affected by natural 
disasters, for our nation in this time of division and racial 
turmoil that justice and peace will prevail  
 
December Birthdays 
12/1-Paul J. Little, 12/4-Sally Glover, 12/9-Sheryl Kulp, 12/11-
Connor Kulp; Skylar Trotter, 12/14-Bob Thees, 12/15-Ed 
Brimmer, 12/19-Bonnie Domin, 12/30-Dennis Domin 
 
Announcements 
 
Our Consistory met and decided that our worship services will 
remain virtual through Sunday, January 10 in hopes of keeping 
our congregation and community safe and healthy.  Please join 
us on the Pastor Barb at PIZ UCC YouTube page Pastor Barb at 
PIZ UCC - YouTube or on the Pastor Barb Pence Facebook 
page (5) Pastor Barb Pence | Facebook for worship.  
 
Thank you to Dennis and Gail Faust from St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church for their participation and sharing of gifts in today’s 
service.  

 


