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December 24, 2021 

Christmas Eve Worship 
 

Prelude:  
“Nothing But A Child” – Steve Earle 

 Dennis & Gail Faust - duet 

“Peace Carol” – arr. Audrey Snyder 

            Max Greer and Glenn Phelps on ukulele    
 

Call to Worship 
P: As we gather we hear again the good news the angels 

proclaimed: God has come for all people through the birth of 

the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God comes 

into the chaos, messiness, and vulnerability of the world. In all 

things and at all times, we rejoice that God comes to save us and 

reigns in love. We come to adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and 

Lord. 

P:  Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 

C:  Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 

P:  Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 

C:  Forgive our neglect of the poor. 

P:  The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem.  
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C:  Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 

P:  With great joy the angels proclaimed “Do not fear. For I 

bring you good news of great joy. Today is born a Savior, who is 

Christ the Lord.” May you know the peace which the angels sang 

from the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of 

great joy! 

C:  Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn:                              O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

Greeting 
 

P: Tonight Christ is born! 

C: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

Hymn of Praise             Angels We Have Heard on High              
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may 

walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 

the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen 
 

Children’s Sermon 
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First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth 
of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice 
and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal 
of the LORD of hosts will do this! 
 
2The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  
 on them light has shined. 
  3You have multiplied the nation, 
 you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
 as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
  4For the yoke of their burden, 
 and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, 
 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
  5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
  6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
  7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
 from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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Psalm: Psalm 96 
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad. (Ps. 96:11) 
 

 1Sing to the LORD| a new song; 
  sing to the LORD, | all the earth. 
 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name | of the LORD; 
  proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods. R 
 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O LORD, have | made the heavens. 
 6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 
 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the | holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LORD. R 
 9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LORD, | all the earth. 
 10Tell it out among the nations: “The | LORD is king! 
  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be 
       moved will judge the peo- | ples with equity.” 
 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful 
       and all that | is therein. 
 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your 
       com- | ing, O LORD, for you come to | judge the earth. 
 13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
  and the peoples | with your truth. R 
 

Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14 
The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope 
of our Savior’s final appearance. 
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11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in 
the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 
godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who 
are zealous for good deeds. 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of 
great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 
 
   1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that 
all the world should be registered.  2This was the first registration 
and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3All went 
to their own towns to be registered.  4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David.  5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child.  6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn. 
   8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night.  9Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do 
not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people:  11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger."  13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
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  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us."  16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child;  
18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them.  19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 
in her heart.  20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day                     Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the newborn Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you 

The peace is shared 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

P:  Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and 

your love flows from the cross. As you gather us around these 

signs of your love come among us, warm us to extend your care 

among the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C:  Amen. 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our 

fallen world you gave your only Son, that all those who believe 

in him should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to 

you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may 

receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy 

supper.  

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took 

bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

P:  Come to the table where Christ meets you. Eat, rejoice, and 

be glad! 
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Distribution of Holy Communion 
 

Post-communion Blessing 
 

Post-communion Prayer 
P:  God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world 

come near. As you have come among us now, send us out in 

joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We ask this 

in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now 

and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Candlelight Ceremony  
 

Instructions for the Use of Candles: 

 The congregation should use caution in lighting the 

candles 

 Very young children should not be given a candle 

 The lighted candle should always remain upright 

 After receiving the flame, raise the candle to about 

shoulder level 

 All candles will be extinguished following the benediction. 
 

(All lights in the church will be extinguished 

during the singing of the Carols) 

  

The Sharing of the Light                     John 1:1, 4-5 
  1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All 

things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was 
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life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in 

the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 

him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his 

own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of 

the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 

and truth.  16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 

grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and 

truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is 

God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 

made him known. 
 

Light from the Christ Candle will be shared with the  
 

Candlelight Hymn                          Silent Night, Holy Night  

 

The Benediction 
 

P: May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new 
and abundant life. 
C: Amen. 
P: May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you 
with love and strength.  
C: Amen. 
P: May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony 
to our world.  
C: Amen. 
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P: And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the  Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                                             Joy to the World 
 

Dismissal 
 

P: Go in peace!  Christ is born! 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

The miracle of Christmas is this: God is in the manger!  The gift of 

Christmas is this: God has become one of us, in order to save all of us!  

The joy of Christmas is this: the Light has come into the world, and the 

darkness cannot overcome it!  Christ is born!  God is with is forever!  

Joy to the World! 
 

Lay Reader - Joyce Brothers 
 

 

 
Our expenses continue even through the pandemic. We ask that 
you continue to support the church with your weekly offerings. 
 
There are many ways to remotely continue giving to St. Luke’s: 

 Go to the church’s website: www.stlukeslutheran.church. At 
the top of the webpage click on the “Online Giving” button. 
Fill out the online giving form. 

 Use your personal bank’s auto-pay function. 
 If you have a PayPal account you can send money to St. 

Luke’s using the email: payables@stlukeslutheran.church. 
 Mail a check to the church: St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 3206 

Big Road, Zieglerville, PA  19492 
Your continued and weekly offerings are needed to continue the 
Little Church with a BIG Mission. 
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Christmas Worship: 
December 26 – 9:30 a.m. with Peace in Zion U.C.C. at St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church 
 

 
 
The poinsettias brightening the church this 
Christmas Eve are to the Glory of God and in 
Memory of Loved Ones from the following: 
 
 

 
Kevin & Charlotte 
Christman 

1 white In memory of parents 
and loved ones 

Dennis & Gail Faust 1 red, 2 white In memory of Donald 
& Joann Faust, Marvin 
& Virginia Lewis,and 
Julie Lewis Gaines 

Keenan family 2 red, 1 white In memory of Roy E. 
Cook, in honor of 
Caitlin Keenan’s 
grandparents 

Pastor Christian 
McMullan 

1 red In memory of Gloria 
McMullan 

Barry & Linda Mertz 3 red In memory of Parents, 
Brother, Niece & 
Nephew; in honor of 
Pr. Christian and 
transition team, and 
to the Glory of God 

Dawn & Ron 
Sekellick 

1 red In memory of LeRoy 
& Virginia Brendlinger 

David & Gwen 
Semmens 

2 red, 1 white In memory of Patricia 
Semmens; in honor of 
Ken Walton, Loren & 
Margaret Semmens 

 
Mary Townsley 
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1 red 
 
To the Glory of God 

Jane & Clark 
VanBuskirk 

2 red, 2 white In memory of Clark 
VanBuskirk, Warren 
Heiser, Ellen Heiser, 
Loren Kuhn 

Michael Way 2 red, 2 white In memory of loved 
ones & to the Glory of 
God 

Edie & Bob Zawada 1 red In honor of our family 
 
 
 

  

 


