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December 12, 2021 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

P: Pastor    C: Congregation 
 

Prelude  “I Love You, Lord”                   Laurie Klein                                             
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who alone does 
wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with 
good things. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our 
God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God for whom we wait, 
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before 
you. We fail in believing that your good news is for us. We 
falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our sense of 
self in material wealth. We fear those different from our 
selves. We forget that we are your children and turn away 
from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again 
of your saving grace. Amen. 
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit,  your sins are 
forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the  
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eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God 
strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

Greeting 
 

P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God, 
grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and 
open our ears to the proclamation of the angels, that, 
rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the fruits of 
repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts 
as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. Enlighten us with 
your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain 
and whose day draws near. 
C: Amen. 
Light three candles. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-13 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on 
a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the 
temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six 
wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called 
to another and said: 
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 "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  the whole earth is 
full of his glory." 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those 
who called, and the house filled with smoke. 5And I said: 
"Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen 
the King, the LORD of hosts!" 
6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that 
had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The 
seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this 
has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is 
blotted out." 8Then I heard the voice of the LORD saying, 
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, 
"Here am I; send me!" 9And he said, "Go and say to this 
people: 
 'Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but 
do not understand.'  10Make the mind of this people dull, 
 and stop their ears, and shut their eyes, so that they may not 
look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and 
comprehend with their minds, and turn and be healed." 
 11Then I said, "How long, O LORD?" And he said: 
 "Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without 
people, and the land is utterly desolate; 12until the LORD 
sends everyone far away, and vast is the emptiness in the 
midst of the land. 13Even if a tenth part remain in it, it will be 
burned again, like a terebinth or an oak whose stump 
remains standing when it is felled." The holy seed is its stump. 
 

Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6 
In your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (Is. 12:6) 
 

 2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not | be 
afraid, 
  for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might, and has 
become | my salvation. 
 3With joy you | will draw water 
  from the wells | of salvation.  
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 4And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the LORD, 
call | on God’s name; 
  make known the deeds of the LORD among the nations; 
proclaim that this name | is exalted. 
 5Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done | gloriously; 
  let this be known in | all the earth. 
 6Shout aloud and sing for joy, O | royal Zion, 
  for great in your midst is the Holy | One of Israel.  
 

Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7 
Despite being in prison, Paul is remarkably upbeat as he writes this letter. Here, he 
urges his friends in Philippi to trust God with all their worries and concerns with 
the hope that they will experience God’s joy and peace. 
 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let 
your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do 
not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

Gospel: Luke 2:8-14 
 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 
them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
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Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 
rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the father, and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints,  the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sharing the Peace 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

P: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our 
hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare 
the way before us as we meet you in our worship and 
service, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven, Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 
 

P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.  
C: Amen. 
 

Hymn:                    “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”      
 

Dismissal 
 

P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

                            
 

Our expenses continue even through the pandemic. We ask 
that you continue to support the church with your weekly 
offerings. 
 
There are many ways to remotely continue giving to St. 
Luke’s: 

 Go to the church’s website: 
www.stlukeslutheran.church. At the top of the 
webpage click on the “Online Giving” button. Fill out 
the online giving form. 

 Use your personal bank’s auto-pay function. 
 If you have a PayPal account you can send money to 

St. Luke’s using the email: 
payables@stlukeslutheran.church. 

 Mail a check to the church: St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
3206 Big Road, Zieglerville, PA  19492 

 
Your continued and weekly offerings are needed to continue 
the Little Church with a BIG Mission. 
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