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December 5, 2021 
Second Sunday of Advent 

 

P: Pastor    C: Congregation 
 

Prelude  
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”  - Roland H. Prichard                                             
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does 
    wonders, who lifts up the lowly, who fills the hungry with 
    good things. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our 
    God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God for whom we wait, 
C: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before 
    you. We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
    We falter in our call to tend your creation. We find our 
    sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different 
    from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and 
    turn away from your love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and 
    assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 
P: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

    Through the power of the Holy Spirit, ☩ your sins are 
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    forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of 
    the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God 
    strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

Greeting 
 

P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God, 
    grace, mercy, and peace be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 
    only Son. By his coming give to all the people of the world 
    knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our 
    Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
    Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath – Advent 2 
 

We praise you, O God, for this circle of light 
that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 
As we light the candles on this wreath, 
kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, 
that we may be light shining in the darkness. 
Enlighten us with your grace, 
that we may welcome others as you have welcomed us. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, 
whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
C: Amen. 
Light two candles. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the  

LORD has risen upon you.  2For darkness shall cover the 

earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise 
upon you, and his glory will appear over you.  3Nations shall 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn.  4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 
together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far 
away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' 
arms. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 
thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be 
brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of 
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They 
shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise 
of the LORD. 
 

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79 
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon 
us. (Lk. 1:78) 
 

 68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
  you have come to your people and | set them free. 
 69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
  born of the house of your | servant David.  
 70Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save 
       us | from our enemies, 71from the hands of | all who hate 
       us, 
 72to show mercy | to our forebears, 
  and to remember your | holy covenant. 
 73This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham: 
  74to set us free from the hands of our | enemies, 
 free to worship you | without fear, 
  75holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our 
         life. R 
 76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most 
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      High, for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the 
         way, 
 77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
  by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
 78In the tender compassion | of our God 
  the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
 79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the 
       shad- | ow of death, and to guide our feet into the | way 
       of peace.  
 

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11 
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter 
about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how 
tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he 
encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 
 
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly 
praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of 
you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 
until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a 
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day 
of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of 
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share 
in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my 
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of 
Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 
help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of 
Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the 
harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for 
the glory and praise of God. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, 
"Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For  
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we observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him 
homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where 
the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
     6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
     are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
     for from you shall come a ruler 
     who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had 
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 

Message 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 
    and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
    Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 
    Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
    died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
    third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
    seated at the right hand of the father, and he will come to 
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   judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
    forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
    life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sharing the Peace 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

P: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our 
    hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. 
    Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple 
    meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with You. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

P; In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
    bread and gave thanks; broke it and gave it to His 
    disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
    you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after 
    supper, He took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to 
    drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
    shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
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    Do this for the remembrance of me. For as often as we eat 
    this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
    death, until he comes. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
    heaven, Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
    our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
    and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
    so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 
     Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C: Amen. 
 

Hymn:     “Once in Royal David’s City”    
 

Dismissal 
 

P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
                            
 

Our expenses continue even through the pandemic. We ask 
that you continue to support the church with your weekly 
offerings. 
 
Your continued and weekly offerings are needed to continue 
the Little Church with a BIG Mission. 
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