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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
whose forgiveness is sure 
and whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Together let us honestly and humbly confess 
that we have not lived as God desires. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Loving and forgiving God, 
we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We have not 
welcomed the stranger; 
we have not loved our neighbor; 
we have not been Christ to one another. 
Restore us, O God. 
Wake us up and turn us from our sin. 
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 
People of God, hear this glad news: 
by God’s endless grace 
your sins are forgiven, and you are free— 
free from all that holds you back 
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  
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Greeting 
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, beloved children of God, grace, 
mercy, and peace be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our 
ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, 
we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Advent Wreath Lighting 
 

We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our 
days of preparation for Christ’s advent. As we light the candles 
on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s 
coming in glory. 
Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in 
need. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is 
certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Though the people had returned to Jerusalem from exile in Babylon, they continued 
to face hardship and oppression. In the language of the jubilee year described in 
Leviticus 25, the prophet, moved by the spirit of God, announces deliverance for those 
who are oppressed and comfort for those who mourn. 
 

 1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
  because the LORD has anointed me; 
 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
  to bind up the brokenhearted, 
 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
  and release to the prisoners; 
 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
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  and the day of vengeance of our God; 
  to comfort all who mourn; 
 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
  the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
 4They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
  they shall raise up the former devastations; 
 they shall repair the ruined cities, 
  the devastations of many generations. 
 
 8For I the LORD love justice, 
  I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 
 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
  and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
  and their offspring among the peoples; 
 all who see them shall acknowledge 
  that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
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Psalm: Psalm 126 
The Lord has done great things for us. (Ps. 126:3) 
 

 1When the LORD restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
  then were we like | those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue 
        with | shouts of joy. Then they said among the nations, 
        “The LORD has done great | things for them.” 
 3The LORD has done great | things for us, 
  and we are | glad indeed. 
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb. R 
 5Those who | sowed with tears 
  will reap with | songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. R 
 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Paul concludes his letter to the Thessalonians by encouraging them to live lives of 
continual joy, prayer, and thanksgiving. The closing blessing is grounded in the hope of 
Christ’s coming. 
 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of 
prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 
22abstain from every form of evil. 
  23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and 
may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you 
is faithful, and he will do this. 
 

Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 
John’s gospel describes Jesus as the “light of the world.” John the Baptist is presented 
as a witness to Jesus, one who directs attention away from himself to Christ, the true 
light. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe  
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through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. 
  19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 
Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, 
“No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an 
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23He said,  
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
  24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked 
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, 
nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize 
with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 
27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the 
Jordan where John was baptizing. 
 

Message 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
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and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sharing the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

Generous God, 
you have created all that is, 
and you provide for us in every season. 
Bless all that we offer, 
that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. 
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
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and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

How Great Thou Art 
 

O Lord my God!  When I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the works Thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
Thy power throughout the universe displayed. 
 

Chorus 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; 
How great Thou art!  How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee; 
How great Thou art!  How great Thou art! 
 

When through the woods, the forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze... 
Repeat Chorus 
 

And when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
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He bled and died to take away my sin... 
Repeat Chorus 
 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God how great Thou art! 
Repeat Chorus  
©1953, 1955, Manna Music Words and Music by Stuart K. Hine, CCLI # 736548 
 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 
 
 

Our expenses continue even though the buildings are closed. We 
ask that you continue to support the church with your weekly 
offerings.  

 

There are many ways to remotely continue giving to St. Luke’s:  
 Go to the church’s website: stlukeslutheran.church.  At the 

top of the webpage click on the “Online Giving” button.   
Fill out the online giving form.  

 Use your personal bank’s auto-pay function 
 If you have a PayPal account you can send money to St. 

Luke’s using the email:  payables@stlukeslutheran.church 
 Mail a check to the church:  St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 

3206 Big Road, Zieglerville, PA  19492 
 

Your continued and weekly offerings are needed to 
continue the Little Church with a BIG Mission. 


